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fome ingenious Anatoraift were appointed for this for- 
vice, when it mail happen ; for this cafe, if rightly 
e nquired into, may be of ufe and fatisfafrion to the ca- 
rious. 



V. A Letter from Dr William Mufgrave, F JR. S\ 
to the Publijher, concerning /owe Experiments 
made for transmitting a blue coloured Liquor in- 
into the Lacleats. 

Exon, Sept. 24. 1701. 

S I R, 

He new Theory of Continual Fevers, lately publifht, 




ver get the experiment done to his futhfaSf'ton j and intima- 
ting, That People may be deceived mth Blue Tin&HKs * 
for \jkaf] this is the natural colour of thefe LaCieds^ when 
they are alwojl, or altogether empty. I have drawn oat of 
my Adverfria the funim oi what was, a little after that 
Transaction came out, done by me, in this matter. 

Feb. i68± I inje&ed into, the Jejxmuu of a Dog, that 
had for a day before bat little Meat, about 1 2 ounces of 
a foiuticn of Indigo in Fountain water 5 and after three 
hours opening the Dog a fecond time, I observed (eve- 
ral of the Lafteais of a Bluijh colour ; which upon 
ftretchingof the Mefentery, did fcvcral times diftppe.ir 5 
but was moft eafily difcern'd when the Meferr.ery lay 
loofe ; an Argument that the Bluifi doltur, was not pro- 
perly of the Veffel 3 but of the Liquor contained in it. 
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A few days after this, repeating the Experiment in a- 
nother Company, with the folution of Stone Blue in 
Fountain water, and on a Dog that had been kept f aft- 
ing 36 hours 5 I faw feveral of the La&eals become of 
a perfetf Blue colour, within very few Minutes after the 
Injection : For they appear'd fo, before I could fow up 
the Gut. 

About the beginning of March following, having kept 
a Spaniel fafting 36 hours, and then Syringing a pint 
of a deep Dcco6tion of Stone Bine with common Water 
into one of the frnall Guts 5 and after three hours, open- 
ing the Dog again, I faw many of the La&eals of a deep 
Blue Colour. Several of them were Cut, and afforded a 
Blue Liquor^ (fome of the Decodion,) running forth on 
the Mefentery. After this I examin'd the Mw Ihora- 
ckus, fon which, together with other Veifels near it, f 
had, upon my Return, made a Ligature ) and faw the 
Keraptaculum Chj/li, and that D0us, of a Bluijh Colour 5 
not fo Blue, indeed, as the La&eals, from the Solution 
mixing, in and near the Receptaculum, with Lympha^ 
but much Bluer than the Duftus ufes to be, or than the 
Lymphatics under the Liver ("with which I compared it) 
were. 

I tr-ufted not my own Eyes in any one of thefe Expe- 
riments 5 but in each of them had the Company and Af- 
fiftance of feveral Phyficians 3 who all agreed with me, 
as to the Colouring of the La&eals.i 

I mould not have infifted thus minutely on thefe Ex- 
periments, were I not convinc'd they do right to a Learn- 
ed Man, (whofe fuccefs in tinging the La&eals is unde* 
fervedly queftioned j and alfo eftabhfhed a proposition 
of extraordinary confequence,both in the regular and di- 
fturbed Oeconomy. For 

The entrance into the La&eals (which- is much the 
narrowed part of all the way from the Mouth to the 
Mafs of Blood) being thus beyond exception, proved 
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wide enough to admit (o grofs a Body as Sioi?e-blnc> we 
may here in part exphin the admiffion of Liquors, (as of 
Diuretic waters, &c.) into the Vefieis in frodightts qnan~ 
thus, in a very little time. 

The fame widenefs of the PjU L&5ie£, makes them 
eaty to receive (together with proper Vehicles) thole 
gr'ciier Bodies, which afterwaads nompofe the grumofe 
part of the Blood., the Cartilages and Bones. 

And this open entrance being -alkvw'd, ir will no long- 
er iecm impoiiible, ii-a: with our nourilhment, Eggs or 
Anwiuhtila thtuifeivcs, ihould enter thefe Vtfltls, there 
being no -manner :>i Quefiuon,' but that of both. the one 
and the other, io;ne are much Ids in bulk, than the 
greateft Particle -i ot Indigo, m the Decoction above- 
mentioned feen in the LactriuS, 

Add to this the many i r .c.ies there are of little In* 
feci?, and their great Fertility $ fo many and fogreat,thac 
of the People ot the Animal Kingdom, a very (mall 
proportion (perhaps not a quarter part) comes within 
view of the naked Eye 5 and then, we fhai! be the 
better able to account, for the great variety, as weir as 
numbers of Infects, obferved in the juices ox the Body 
Animal. 

But the chiefeffc ufe of the widenefs of the Lacteal Ori- 
fices, is in deducing from thence the reception of grofs 
matters (fuchas are the effects of indigefliom &v.) which 
afterwards in the Blood and Qenns Nervsfttm, many times 
produce moft fevere Diltempers. 

Which notion being in fome degree con firmed by its 
fiiCi prcpofer (viae Clariffl. Lijieri 4e lent 'bus medicatis 
Atiglie excrcitationem alteram., Ed. Lond. pag. 48.) will, 
be- ft of all, receive farther Illuftration from the iame hand. 
The Foundation he builds on is certainly good and we 
have reafon to hope the Superftmcture will be fuch 
aifo. 

•IV. An 



